The Woodville Entertainers

A Coming of Age

Director and Choreographer

Mel Schmidt

at

Ashtead Peace Memorial Hall

This was advertised as a celebration of 21 years and it delivered just that. The atmosphere in the hall was palpable. The Entertainers are certainly a lively group and it was good to see so many of the Founder Members were present to be acknowledged and to enjoy the show.
The Warlocks, Witches, Goolies and Ghosties were really frightening !  I hope those on stage were OK with not being able to interact with the audience. Thriller is great fun to do and the three Witches from Macbeth made a good beginning to the show. The nuns in ‘I will Follow Him’ sang beautifully. ‘Natural Born Sellers’ was acted well in the Insurance sketch. The four in Crazy also sang and acted well. Anyone in ‘am-dram’ could relate to The Rehearsal, how true!  Well done.  The first-half closure “Grease” was sung and danced well.  The second half opener “Rhythm of Life” was a real eye-opener extremely well choreographed. The Rainbow effect of ‘Something Inside’ was indeed very effective. The chorus number of ‘Cell Block Tango’ was lively both in singing and dancing. The finale ‘We Go Together’ brought the production to rousing and vigorous finish.
My review as you will have noticed has not been chronological. I’ve already mentioned two sketches in the first Act but not the Restaurant Sketch which was really funny and well acted. In Act II The Family Curse was again well acted with a nice twist to the ending, likewise Red Riding Hood a new twist to an old tale. The Cats from”Cats” were  entertaining and amusing, so too were the cats in the “Cats Duet”, excellently portrayed and beautifully sung by Elaine and Hannah. Jamie, Jackson and Adam kept us amused and gasping at their antics in Tennis; Jamie with Laurence in Little Man Magic was a fantastic bit of theatre; I hate to think how long these two acts must have taken to rehearse, a veritable tour de force. Neil in Karaoke for the Deaf is also to be congratulated on his solo performance. The Chairmen, Neil, Simon and James acted with humour and verve.
I do hope that Jenny, Denise, Sara, Claire, Sandra, Loraine, Stephy, James, Adam, Nicky, Jackson and Penny will forgive me for not mentioning you in your individual sketches and songs but you were all very good and contributed to a wonderful evening which I am sure was very nostalgic to many members of the audience. Of course you will have noticed that I have left out Jan, the Compere, who kept us all informed and stitched the show together. Well done Jan.

Your back stage team were first class, ( smoke machine excepted ! only joking!) Lighting, sound etc.  The costumes were really good both  the modern, the character and the specialist ones. The Front of House team was attentive and welcoming. An excellent supper competently served – and – a free glass of wine, with nicely decorated tables. 
I would have liked some more information in the programme, though I knew where most of the items were from I would have liked attribution to the numbers. Such as Rhythm of Life to give one example (Guys and Dolls). One should give acknowledgements to the authors and composers if you possibly can. Also I would have liked a biog of Mel. You should also mention NODA. The details re the programme, poster etc. are on the NODA web site. Sorry just noticed you had the NODA crest ! Which brings me finally to Mel who directed the show, a marvellous effort, you are to be congratulated on a fantastic production.
Thank you for inviting me and making me so welcome.

Helen Mills

South East Area Noda Rep

