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Following the enjoyable production of The Wizard of Oz the previous year, you opted for a 
rather more traditional pantomime offering this time round with Jack And The Beanstalk. 
 
Again, it was pleasing to see such a healthy sized audience supporting the group and also 
encouraging to see so many advertisers supporting the production via programme 
advertising in these troubled times. 
 
This was a vibrant and energetic production that made best use of the rather limited space 
and visually was very well presented. 
 
Special praise must be singled out for the costumes, backdrops and lighting - all of which 
greatly added quality elements to the show. I am sure a lot of effort must have gone into 
each of these areas and it’s clear from the programme credits that there were many people 
involved - so many congratulations. 
 
All of the costumes looked very effective and colourful but special mentions must go to the 
costuming of the Dame, Scallywag and of course the ‘real’ star of the show - Clarissa !!  
 
There were also a considerable number of backdrops and items of props and set that were 
well thought out and again contributed to the success of the show. 
 
The moving lights were well used and helped create some excellent lighting effects. Sound 
wise I felt the whole volume could have been a little louder - it’s always a fine balance and 
unfortunately one of the speakers misbehaved on the evening I attended but this was put 
right during the interval. 
 
Walking On Sunshine made a lively opening number which set the tempo for a production 
that generally ran at a good pace with some good work in the group choreography 
department. 
 
Jenny Gamache made an excellent Dame Dinky Durden - she acted well throughout and 
quickly had the audience onboard. There was some nice comic timing in evidence and this 
was a performance to be proud of. 
 
Mel Schmidt worked hard as Jack Durden and soon had the audience on her (his !) side as 
the tale unfolded. There were strong supporting performances from both Neil Edwards as 
Jimmy Durden and Billie Duchesne as Jill. Both showed good stage presence and interacted 
well with the audience at the appropriate moments. 
 
Cara Turner gave a sweet performance as the dippy Daphne - and played her part well. 
 
Judy Abbott as the rather green Scallywag got the audience booing in all the right places 
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and was suitably sinister and in the role of the baddie. 
 
There were other good supporting performances from Tara Wright and Sara Brammall as 
Slap And Tickle - who combined well together. They just needed to be a little more pacey 
and required a little more volume in places. 
 
Dan Putnam made a good Giant and the Irish dance scene was particularly good.  
 
Norma Kelly contrasted well against Scallywag as Fairy Bubble. 
 
Well done to the ensemble for putting in so much energy and looking as though you were 
really enjoying it on the stage. 
 
The choice of music was good - with a nice balance for all ages - the inclusion of a Mamma 
Mia song was very topical addition ! 
 
Alice Foster as percussionist added all the right clashes and whizzes at the right time. 
 
The traditional pantomime elements of community singing with the kids on stage were well 
handled together with the water pistol shooting (and yes, I did get wet !). 
 
Hit The Road Jack was a strong ending to act 1, I particularly also enjoyed Close Every Door 
To Me, the cow milking scene, 9 to 5, Don’t Stop Me Now and Christmas Is All Around. 
 
The programme was well produced with all the requisite information including some nice 
bonus quizzes. 
 
I think you should all be very proud of another great show and many congratulations to your 
director Elaine Denny for being at the helm. 
 
Thank you for the kind hospitality shown on the evening and I wish you all the very best for 
2009 and look forward to seeing your next show. 
 
 
 
Best Wishes 
 
 
David Stewart 
NODA Regional Representative 
District 19, South East Region 


